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EDMONTON - An attack ad has reignited a simmering feud between the Canadian wood industry and rival groups in 
the construction sector. 

The Canadian Concrete Masonry Producers Association (CCMPA) recently paid for full-page ads in major 
newspapers, including the Edmonton Journal, that position wood-frame construction as vulnerable to insects, severe 
weather and fire. The ad features a picture of wreckage caused by an Oklahoma tornado and bears the headline: 
Wood First? First to go. 

The ad plays off the British Columbia government's Wood First Act of 2009, which specified that wood must be the 
dominant building material in all publicly funded provincial buildings. With $3 billion in play each year, it was seen as 
a significant plum. B.C. also openly lobbied other provinces and the federal government for a pan-Canadian, wood-
first policy and worked to extend B.C.'s six-story wood-frame building code across the country. Those lobbying 



efforts have apparently met with success. Industry members who have seen a draft copy of the 2015 National 
Building Code say it contains a six-story, wood-frame provision. 

The CCMPA followed up with a post on its website that explained the motivation behind the ad. 

"These political policies are wholly self-indulgent. They limit and undermine the professional freedom and good 
judgment of a designer to choose the best material for the application. They undermine the credibility and 
effectiveness of the building codes. They legislate advantage, protection, and gain for one industry at the expense of 
others by interfering with market-driven forces and restricting fair and open competition." 

Wood industry groups have not yet responded with their own ad campaign. 

"I'm not quite sure why they're picking on us. It is unfortunate to see an ad like that," said Michael Giroux, president 
of the Canadian Wood Council. "It does seem misplaced. They seem to be talking about another era of wood 
products. There have been a lot of advances made. There are much stronger, safer and more sophisticated products 
now. 

"They're certainly playing on the heartstrings of the public in a way that only leads people to doubt the credibility of 
the National Building Codes. That's really unfortunate because they are totally science based." 

Alberta Masonry Council executive director Dr. Mark Hagel said he viewed the ad less as an attack than as a 
provocative education piece. "I can see why the wood industry would not be particularly happy with it. But I would 
ask, if you're pushing Wood First policies across the country, how can that not be seen as an attack on other 
materials?" Those other materials - steel, concrete, masonry, iron, brick and plastic - are represented by groups that 
are part of the 29-member Coalition for Fair Construction Practices. The coalition, which also includes engineering, 
welding and contracting groups, met for a two-day conference in Vancouver last month and essentially mustered 
new will and resources to fight the Wood First initiative. 

"We don't want this conflict. It's not good for the public. It's not good for the industry. And I don't think politicians 
want this storm on their doorstep," said Ed Whalen, president of the Canadian Institute of Steel Construction. 

"But we're not going to sit back and let the wood industry go across Canada and start legislation. We are going to 
react to this. The construction industry in general has said 'this can't go on; we won't stand for it.' We're going to be 
more vocal." 

He said his association will mount a campaign focused on this fight. 

"With this coalition, the construction industry is saying to governments that this isn't right. We shouldn't pick one 
material over the others. They all have their uses." 

Giroux disputes the notion that the forest-products industry has been seeking an unfair advantage. 

"What the wood industry is trying to do is fairly position wood as a totally appropriate alternative for use as a 
construction material. We've gone to enormous lengths to show this as a perfectly acceptable construction choice 
that meets code." 
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